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SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE, UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 


September 15, 2018 


A Message from the Moderator 


“But anyone who needs wisdom should ask God, whose 
very nature is to give to everyone without a second 
thought, without keeping score. Wisdom will certainly be 
given to those who ask.” james 1:5, CEB) 


Most situations we face in life can be put into a 
category of definitely right or definitely wrong. But 
then there are times such as the transition our 
conference is going through when these labels do not 
apply. Such times require godly discernment. 


“Godly discernment" is sound judgement; the ability 
to see through the gray areas to a course of action 
that is good, beneficial to the overall well-being of all those involved and 
pleasing to God. 


Since the earliest days of the Christian Church, leaders have had to depend 
upon spiritual discernment to distinguish between that which was and was 
not inspired by God. As we are well-aware, there have clearly been times 
when church leaders chose wrong. 


We want to get it right! Therefore, during this time of transition and 
discernment we are trusting that “God is Still Speaking” through us in the 
Southeast Conference. We believe that the wisdom and counsel of all of us 
is a valuable resource. And of course, we will be in prayer seeking God's 
help to guide us to place the Divine want us to go. 


We go forward in hope because we do not believe that God wants us 
unaware of God's direction or stuck in the gray areas of transition. The 
insight and discernment God have for us most likely will not come to us 
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overnight. But if we ask for it, trust that “God is still speaking” through us 
and strive to walk each day in the light of God's love ... we will come 
through this transition with discernment that leads us to the place God has 
for the Southeast Conference. 


After all, we are promised “Wisdom will certainly be given to those who ask!” 


Rev. J R Finney II 


Hanging Together in Covenant 


A message from one of our Consulting Conference 
Ministers 


The beauty of the UCC is that our congregations and 
conferences are free to direct their affairs as they see 
fit, but in challenging times we are not left alone. 
Covenant means that we freely enter into 
commitments one to another. The UCC and the 
Conference Ministers are committed to the welfare of 
the Southeast Conference. 


The Southeast Conference is currently experiencing 
one of those challenges, yet these are the times that 
offer us the potential to become a stronger and more healthy Conference. 
Recently, Conference Ministers from your three adjoining conferences 
gathered with Associate Conference Minister Heather Fosburgh and Rev. 
J.R. Finney, Chair, Board of Directors in order to ensure an effective time of 
transition for the Southeast Conference. 


A couple things are already clear to me in the brief time | have been 
involved with the Southeast Conference. First, your conference is brimming 
with potential. Located in the South with its growing population, there is 
ample opportunity for congregations to grow in membership and in their 
support for the Conference. Second, Reverend Fosburgh is extremely well 
organized and fully capable of leading this conference in the interim as you 
seek additional leadership. 


The road ahead for the Southeast Conference is doable for those willing to 
undertake faithful action. Times of transition are the very best times to 
undertake positive change. You can be confident that your conference 
leadership is and will be faithful in their work. 


The best is yet to be. 
Dr. Don Longbottom 
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Conference Minister 
South Central, UCC 


From the Generosity Coordinator 
In the word of the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr: 


"Whatever affects of ONE of us directly, affects ALL 
of us indirectly". 


As Hurricane "Florence" continues to rage, our 
brothers and sisters need your support more now 
than ever before. As | write this article, Florence has 
made landfall and is slowly scouring the Carolina 
coast, bringing destructive winds, massive storm 
surges and flooding. Florence is expected to impact 
both coastal and inland areas, with rainfall that 
could total 40 inches in three days in some areas. 


The United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries continues to monitor 
the situation unfolding with Florence and several other hurricanes, 
including four more named storms in the Atlantic and Super Typhoon 
Mangkhut in the Pacific. 


Our United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries, in 2018 established 
Hurricane Response that will allow us to expand our current capacities 
and respond through our established networks and partner in the 
threatened regions, states and territories. We remain prayerful for all the 
families, individuals, first responders and emergency management staff in 
the regions. 


This is another example of your OCWM (Our Churches Wider Missions) 
dollars at work. We appreciate all the ways you continue to support this 
initiative as you continue to give generously. 


Please continue to invite me to your churches. Together we WILL make a 
difference in this world. 


Blessings as we journey... TOGETHER! 


Carrole Moss 
Generosity Coordinator 
SECUCC 

860-655-6254 
cmoss@secucc.org 
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Fall 2018 Conference Grant Applications Open 


September 5 thru October 17, 2018 marks the 

next application cycle for Fall 2018 Conference 

grants. During this time congregations may 

apply in 3 different ways: \ 


1. Online at oe re/givin ng/capital- [- Transforming Churches + Transforming Lives 
campaign-grant-application/ SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE 


2. Mailing a paper application to the Sa a ee are 
Southeast Conference office 
3. Emailing an electronic application to cmoss@secucc.org. 


Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2018. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. Click here to 
download the entire 2018 prayer list. 


Week of September 20 


Oak Grove Congregational Christian; Pine Mountain, Georgia 
Pamela Canzater 

David Hooker 

Dan Rosemergy 

Wayde Washburn 


Week of September 27 
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Church of the Savior; Knoxville, Tennessee 
Gregg Carlson 

Douglas Hunt 

Carlin Rushing 

Susan Webeler 

Ann Michele Rogers-Brigham 


Please pray for healing for Rev. Paul Hackett. 


Please keep our churches in South Carolina in your prayers during 
Hurricane Florence: 


Garden of Grace (Columbia) 
Emmanuel UCC (Greenville) 

Circular Congregational (Charleston) 
Peace UCC (Clemson) 


Churches in Transition: United Church of Huntsville, Huntsville, AL; Garden 
of Grace, Columbia, SC; Emmanuel, Greenville, SC; First Congregational, 
Birmingham, AL; Pilgrimage, Marietta, GA 


News from the Wider Church 


2018 UCC Hurricane Response 


UCC Disaster Ministries continues to monitor the ‘jae Wisc 
situation unfolding with Florence and several helping those 
other hurricanes, including four more named storms <i 
in the Atlantic and Super Typhoon Mangkhut in the « = eer on 


Pacific. We are in communications with FEMA, ‘Atothe® 
National VOAD, partners, UCC Conferences and = 
Conference Disaster Coordinators. 


The potential for catastrophic widespread impact 

from these storms has prompted UCC Disaster Ministries to establish a 
2018 Hurricane Relief response that will allow us to expand our current 
capacities and respond through our established networks and partners in 
the threatened regions, states and territories. 


As of Saturday, no local UCC churches have reported damage, Franklinton 
Center at Bricks has no report of major storm damage, and local UCC 
camps that have been approved as Red Cross emergency shelters are 
standing by in case they are called upon to be activated. 
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UCC Disaster Ministries is encouraging continued prayer for all the families, 
individuals, first responders and emergency management staff in the 
region and urges all in the hurricane's path to heed all local and regional 
warnings. Learn more on the UCC website. 


PATHWAYS Announces Changes in Organizational 
Leadership 


PATHWAYS Theological Education, Inc. (formerly a part of the Southeast 
Conference, now an independent organization) has announced changes in 
their organizational leadership and membership on the Board of Directors. 


Beginning October 1, 2018, Rochelle Lofstrand will assume the position of 
Acting Director of the online educational institute. Ms. Lofstrand, who 
completed theological studies through PATHWAYS, holds a master of 
education as well as additional degree-work in educational leadership and 
administration. 


Also in October, three individuals will join the PATHWAYS Board of 
Directors: 


e Mike Clausen, the founder of the Spiritual Transformation Project 
which works at the intersection of spirituality and social change; 

e Mike Suzo, who prior to retirement served as Vice President for 
Enrollment Management at Defiance College; 

e Heather Allman, a certified financial planner for a major corporation. 


Read more about these changes on our website. 


Introducing the new Back Bay Mission App! 


Now you will be able to keep up with everything happening at Back Bay 
Mission, all from the comfort of your mobile device. Simply download the 
App, and explore all the features, such as News, Events, Photos, Changing 
Tides, Reports and more! To download the app, you can go to the Apple 
Store or Google Play and search for the free Tithe.ly Church App. Once 
you have the app loaded, you can search for Back Bay Mission. 


Training and Learning Opportunities 
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CREATING eek tH Y 


Healthy Boundary Training: it's Mandatory! 


As most of us are aware, Healthy Boundary Training is now MANDATORY 
in the United Church of Christ. 


This training has been offered several times this year in an attempt to 
ensure that ALL clergy is trained by December 2019. The next/final training 
session to be offered this year (2018) will take place on October 6th, 2018 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 


All training sessions are scheduled for 9am-4pm. It is important that you 
arrive on time and are present for the ENTIRE session in order to receive 
your "Certificate of Completion". 


Each session is $60.00 and may be paid thru our online registration. This 
fee includes lunch, snacks and all workbooks and materials for the session. 
If you are unable to register online, please contact me or Heather Fosburg 
so that we may assist you with this process. 


We look forward to seeing you in Birmingham. Should you have questions 
or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 


Blessings, 
Min. Carrole Moss 
Healthy Boundary Trainer 


Upcoming at Candler Fall 2018 


The Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta has a full 
schedule of events that are open to the community. Here are three 
featured events. The full schedule is at candler.emory.edu. 
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Featured Events This Semester 


Major Catholic Speaker Lecture: “Toward Full Communion: Hopes, 
Achievements, Obstacles and Challenges” 

September 18 * 7:30—9:00 p.m. 

Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church Sanctuary * Free; registration 
required 


Candler’s Aquinas Center of Theology presents guest speaker Cardinal Kurt 
Koch of the Vatican, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity and president of the Pontifical Commission for Religious 
Relations with the Jews. Register here. 


Lecture: “Can We Do Justice and Love Mercy in Politics? American 
Religion, Inequality, and Populism” 

September 27 * 7:30—9:00 p.m. 

Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church Sanctuary * Free; registration 
required 


Columnist and commentator E.J. Dionne Jr. is a senior fellow at the 
Brookings Institution and author of more than 10 books. His lecture honors 
Jon P. Gunnemann, Professor Emeritus of Social Ethics. Register here. 


Lecture by Angela Davis: “1968: Lessons from Fifty Years of Change” 
October 10 * 6:30—9:00 p.m. 

Glenn Memorial United Methodist Church Sanctuary * Free; registration 
required 


Candler’s Laney Program in Moral Leadership presents activist, writer and 
scholar Angela Davis, Distinguished Professor Emerita of History of 
Consciousness and Feminist Studies at the University of California Santa 
Cruz. Register here. 
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